
 

THINK ON THESE THINGS…..   (our contributor this morning is Tony Wilson) 

Reading: James 2:18 NRSV 
But someone will say, 'You have faith and I have works.' Show me your faith without works, and I 
by my works will show you my faith.  
 
Reflection: 
 
Many of you will remember the Tom and Jerry cartoons from the days when you watched 
children's television.  Thinking back to them, they really were one of the most violent programs on 
television! They were certainly not an example of the way to lead a Christian life. However, one of 
the things I always do on Christmas Eve is to watch on DVD one of those stories, which is entitled 
'The Night Before Christmas'.  
 
In this story Tom the cat and Jerry the mouse bad a huge big fight on the night before Christmas in 
a living room full of decorations, presents and a tree. Tom ended up so cross with Jerry that he 
banished him from the house by putting him outside the front door in the icy cold snow. There 
Jerry froze solid. Tom then got an attack of conscience, and brought Jerry in from the cold and 
thawed him out by the fire. Then for a change they started to be friendly with each other. The spirit 
of Christmas bad begun to work its wonder with them. 
 
Christmas is now over for another year. However, it really means very little if the spirit of 
Christmas fails to remain with us and affect us for the better throughout the year. Judging by the 
other stories on my DVD, that spirit didn't last long with Tom and Jerry. May our hope for the time 
between now and next Christmas be that this spirit of Christmas will invade our hearts and minds 
and touch upon every aspect of our lives and how we live them in the weeks and months that lie 
ahead. 
 
Prayer for today: 
 
Loving God, as your love shines like a spotlight upon us all, remind us that our actions each day 
help shape your kingdom in the world. And as we answer your call to action help us to remember 
the ways that you have taught, through your son Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
(Conversations: The URC Prayer Handbook 2021 Reni PT Ferguson) 
 
 

 


