
 

THINK ON THESE THINGS…..   (our contributor this morning is Brian Eyles) 

Reading: Job 3: 4 -10 
Satan replied (to the Lord), “ a man will give up everything in order to stay alive.. But now suppose 
you hurt  his body – he will curse you to your face!” 
So the Lord said to Satan. “ All right, he is in your power, but you are not to kill him”. 
Then Satan left the Lord's presence  and made sores break out all over Job's body. Job went and 
sat by the rubbish heap and took a piece of broken pottery to scrape his sores. His wife said to 
him “ You are still as faithful as ever, aren't you? Why don't you curse God and die?” 
Job answered,  “ You are talking nonsense! When God sends us something good, we welcome it. 
How can we complain when he sends us trouble?” In spite of everything he suffered, Job said 
nothing against God. 
 
Reflection:  
Just as the story of  Job's misfortunes is the ultimate story about when life goes wrong, so it is also 
a great story of the right response when things all go wrong. 
  
These last months have seen so much go wrong; fires sweeping through Lesbos, Australia and 
the US west coast, people dying of Covid 19 in their thousands across our world, and economies 
crippled in attempts to cope with it all. Many of us may feel individually that things have all gone 
wrong compared with what we are used to, or what we had hoped for. 
  
However, Job's reply to his wife is not the only response which the Bible tells us about. From 
Joseph, sold into slavery, right through to Jesus suffering on the cross, the Bible tells us that, like 
Job, the right response is to remain faithful. When the Hebrews were overwhelmed by the might of 
Babylon and their leaders all deported they could easily have ignored their creator god and started 
a new loyalty to foreign gods and idols. When Paul was blinded on the road to Damascus he might 
well have given up his new mission.  What could he do without his sight? 
  
The great figures of the Hebrew people and the early church remained faithful to their God, to his 
calling, and to his mission, and they point the way for us. Let us remain faithful to the loyalty, 
obedience, and compassion of Jesus. 
 
Breath-Prayer for today:  Lord God, who has shared the joys and sorrows of this world in the life 
and death of Jesus Christ, strengthen our faith in your Lordship over our lives, from day  to day, 
come what may. 
 
 

 


