
Tenebrae 
 
The name Tenebrae is the Latin word for "darkness" or "shadows." Tonight we will 
experience only a small portion of Christ’s pain and suffering the day of His 
crucifixion. One of the most conspicuous features of the service is the gradual 
extinguishing of candles until only a single candle, considered a symbol of our Lord, 
remains.  
 
As each candle is extinguished, we can reflect on the great emotional and physical 
pain that was very real for Jesus that evening. Toward the end of the service, the 
Christ candle is extinguished for a short while, before being re-lit, symbolising the 
coming resurrection. 
 
Order of Tenebrae  
 
1. Matthew 26:20 - 25     
 

20 When it was evening, Jesus and the twelve disciples sat down to eat. 21 During the 
meal Jesus said, “I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 
22 The disciples were very upset and began to ask him, one after the other, “Surely, 
Lord, you don't mean me?” 
23 Jesus answered, “One who dips his bread in the dish with me will betray me. 
24 The Son of Man will die as the Scriptures say he will, but how terrible for that man 
who will betray the Son of Man! It would have been better for that man if he had 
never been born!” 
25 Judas, the traitor, spoke up. “Surely, Teacher, you don't mean me?” he asked. 
Jesus answered, “So you say.” 
 
The first reader extinguishes the candle on the table 
 
2. Matthew 26:31 - 35    
 

31 Then Jesus said to them, “This very night all of you will run away and leave me, for 
the scripture says, ‘God will kill the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.’ 32 But after I am raised to life, I will go to Galilee ahead of you.” 
33 Peter spoke up and said to Jesus, “I will never leave you, even though all the rest 
do!” 
34 Jesus said to Peter, “I tell you that before the rooster crows tonight, you will say 
three times that you do not know me.” 
35 Peter answered, “I will never say that, even if I have to die with you!” 
And all the other disciples said the same thing. 
 
The second reader extinguishes the candle on the table 
 
3. John 17:1 - 5   
 
After Jesus finished saying this, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour 
has come. Give glory to your Son, so that the Son may give glory to you. 2 For you 
gave him authority over all people, so that he might give eternal life to all those you 
gave him. 3 And eternal life means to know you, the only true God, and to know 



Jesus Christ, whom you sent. 4 I have shown your glory on earth; I have finished the 
work you gave me to do. 5 Father! Give me glory in your presence now, the same 
glory I had with you before the world was made. 
 
The third reader extinguishes the candle on the table 
 
4. John 17:15 - 23   
 

15 I do not ask you to take them out of the world, but I do ask you to keep them safe 
from the Evil One. 16 Just as I do not belong to the world, they do not belong to the 
world. 17 Dedicate them to yourself by means of the truth; your word is truth. 18 I sent 
them into the world, just as you sent me into the world. 19 And for their sake I 
dedicate myself to you, in order that they, too, may be truly dedicated to you. 
20 “I pray not only for them, but also for those who believe in me because of their 
message. 21 I pray that they may all be one. Father! May they be in us, just as you 
are in me and I am in you. May they be one, so that the world will believe that you 
sent me. 22 I gave them the same glory you gave me, so that they may be one, just 
as you and I are one: 23 I in them and you in me, so that they may be completely one, 
in order that the world may know that you sent me and that you love them as you 
love me. 
 
The fourth reader extinguishes the candle on the table 
 
5. Luke 22:39 - 44   
39 Jesus left the city and went, as he usually did, to the Mount of Olives; and the 
disciples went with him. 40 When he arrived at the place, he said to them, “Pray that 
you will not fall into temptation.” 
41 Then he went off from them about the distance of a stone's throw and knelt down 
and prayed. 42 “Father,” he said, “if you will, take this cup of suffering away from me. 
Not my will, however, but your will be done.” 43 An angel from heaven appeared to 
him and strengthened him. 44 In great anguish he prayed even more fervently; his 
sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 
 
The fifth reader extinguishes the candle on the table 
 
6. Mark 14:37 - 41   
 

37 Then he returned and found the three disciples asleep. He said to Peter, “Simon, 
are you asleep? Weren't you able to stay awake for even one hour?” 38 And he said 
to them, “Keep watch, and pray that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
39 He went away once more and prayed, saying the same words. 40 Then he came 
back to the disciples and found them asleep; they could not keep their eyes open. 
And they did not know what to say to him. 
41 When he came back the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 
resting? Enough! The hour has come! Look, the Son of Man is now being handed 
over to the power of sinners.  
 
The sixth reader extinguishes the candle on the table 
 



7. John 18:2 - 8   
 

2 Judas, the traitor, knew where it was, because many times Jesus had met there 
with his disciples. 3 So Judas went to the garden, taking with him a group of Roman 
soldiers, and some Temple guards sent by the chief priests and the Pharisees; they 
were armed and carried lanterns and torches. 4 Jesus knew everything that was 
going to happen to him, so he stepped forward and asked them, “Who is it you are 
looking for?” 
5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. 
“I am he,” he said. 
Judas, the traitor, was standing there with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am 
he,” they moved back and fell to the ground. 7 Again Jesus asked them, “Who is it 
you are looking for?” 
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 
8 “I have already told you that I am he,” Jesus said. “If, then, you are looking for me, 
let these others go.”  
 
The seventh reader extinguishes the candle on the table 
 
8. Mark 15:16 - 22    
 

16 The soldiers took Jesus inside to the courtyard of the governor's palace and called 
together the rest of the company. 17 They put a purple robe on Jesus, made a crown 
out of thorny branches, and put it on his head. 18 Then they began to salute him: 
“Long live the King of the Jews!” 19 They beat him over the head with a stick, spat on 
him, fell on their knees, and bowed down to him. 20 When they had finished making 
fun of him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes back on him. Then 
they led him out to crucify him. 
21 On the way they met a man named Simon, who was coming into the city from the 
country, and the soldiers forced him to carry Jesus' cross. (Simon was from Cyrene 
and was the father of Alexander and Rufus.) 22 They took Jesus to a place called 
Golgotha, which means “The Place of the Skull.”  
   
The eighth reader extinguishes the candle on the table 
 
We all sing the first verse of "When I survey the wondrous cross" 
 
Minister extinguishes the last candle.  After a short pause, the central candle is relit. 
 
The darkness gathers. He is alone. 
His friends have deserted him. He is alone. 
He is dragged away by soldiers. He is alone. 
He is betrayed, he is mocked. He is alone. 
The flickering Christ-light seems fragile against the darkness of this night, 
yet it still burns. 
 
 
 


