
 

THINK ON THESE THINGS…..   (our contributor this morning is Jacqui Knight) 

Reading: Matthew 5:43 - 48 

43“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your friends, hate your enemies.’ 44But now 
I tell you: love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you 
may become the children of your Father in heaven. For he makes his sun to shine on 
bad and good people alike, and gives rain to those who do good and to those who 
do evil. 46Why should God reward you if you love only the people who love you? 
Even the tax collectors do that! 47And if you speak only to your friends, have you 
done anything out of the ordinary? Even the pagans do that! 48You must be perfect 
— just as your Father in heaven is perfect! 

Reflection: 

Discombobulation. That’s a word I’ve seen often used recently in relation to COVID 
19 and the lock down. A great word for those who like word puzzles. How many 
words of at least three letters can you find using just the letters in that word?  

Some of the synonyms I found on Google include – cause disarray, disconcert, throw 
confusion, demoralize, disorient.  You may have experienced some of these feelings 
over the last few months. 

Many of those who first heard what we call Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount must have 
felt confused and disconcerted. I can imagine them thinking, ‘What? Should I love 
the Romans?’ As I write this there has been rioting and demonstrations in America 
which have been caused by racism and hatred.  

We must not fool ourselves into thinking this is an American problem, there is also 
racism and prejudice in the UK aimed at those considered to be different. There are 
other situations around the world whose root causes are hatred.  We can pray that 
the horrors observed in America and elsewhere can encourage us and the people of 
the world to wake up and overcome feelings of prejudice and hatred, it needs a real 
change in people’s hearts and deeds.  

The pandemic has brought out the loving, caring, sacrificial elements of human 
nature; we can pray that will continue. Jesus’ teaching contains a new way of living 
and loving for his first listeners and for us.   

Breath-Prayer for Today:  Lord, may the world learn a new way of living and loving. 

 



 
 

 

 

 


