
 

THINK ON THESE THINGS…..    

Reading: Matthew 18:1 – 5 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” 2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I 

tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

Reflection:  
Jesus often used children as the model of those who reflect God’s priorities and values. Children 
live purely by grace. They are too small, weak and vulnerable to care for themselves. They do not 
earn the love of their parents, and they do not earn the food and shelter they receive. This is why 
social problems and illness always hurt children the most - they have no defences or capacity to 
carry themselves through. Children always rely on others to keep them healthy, comfortable, and 
safe. In this way, if we want to understand what it means to live by grace, children are the 
prophets who must teach us.  

But, it takes great humility to return to this childlike life of trust and grace. We are constantly taught 
to “stand on our own feet” and to be “independent”.  As adults we cannot survive in the world 
unless we learn the skills of looking after ourselves and taking responsibility for our own lives. 
Jesus is not telling us to stop being grown-ups and revert to the dependence and irresponsibility of 
children.  

What He does suggest is that it doesn’t all depend on us. There is a presence at work in our world 
that can sustain us and strengthen us, and we can learn to trust this. Also, there is more to our 
value than just what we can achieve.  And so, we must learn humility, acceptance and an 
openness to grace that not only frees us to step off the treadmill of constant striving, but also 
teaches us to love and welcome others for who they are, not just what they have achieved.  

Breath-Prayer for Today: I praise you, O God, and I humble myself to receive your grace and 
love.  

 

 


