
 

THINK ON THESE THINGS…..   (our contributor this morning is Brian Eyles) 

Reading: Matthew 5:10 - 13 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
men persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is 
no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trodden under foot of men. 

Reflection: 

Being confined during the early days of this Pandemic lock down led me to discover TV channels I 
had never know before. As so it was that recently I tuned to 'PBS America' (91) and was able to 
learn how the American Civil Rights Movement began. I watched newsreel footage of Rosa Parks. 
She is known for sparking the bus boycott in Montgomery in 1955, because she refused to give up 
her bus passenger seat for a white person. I had never seen pictures of her before and I marvelled 
at her courage and her resolve. She was just an ordinary seamstress and member of a local civil 
rights group. She probably had no idea how crucial her determined sitting would begin a nation-
wide process. 

Let us remember and be inspired by ordinary people, followers of Jesus, who showed courage: 
Simon the fisherman, Joseph of Arimathea who buried Jesus, Ananias who met the blinded Saul 
of Tarsus, Mary and Martha with their hospitality, and Cleopas welcoming in a travelling stranger 
for a meal. 

As we have applauded and appreciated the ordinary NHS staff, delivery people, and carers let us 
be braced by the spirit of Rosa Parks to stand out against all those who will exploit the turmoil 
ahead of us. There will be those who write the lies and deceptions of the cheap press, glib 
politicians, prejudiced racists, and rabble-rousing nationalists. 

Breath-Prayer for Today: 

Lord Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit confirm in our hearts and minds what is honest, 
just and truthful. Give us the wisdom and courage to stand for what we know to be right in a 
changing and challenging world. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 


