
 

THINK ON THESE THINGS…..    

Reading: Isaiah 63:15 -19 

15 Look down from heaven and see, from your lofty throne, holy and glorious. 
Where are your zeal and your might?  Your tenderness and compassion are withheld from us. 
16 But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us or Israel acknowledge us; 
you, Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name. 
17 Why, Lord, do you make us wander from your ways and harden our hearts so we do not revere 
you? Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes that are your inheritance. 
18 For a little while your people possessed your holy place, but now our enemies have trampled 
down your sanctuary. 
19 We are yours from of old; but you have not ruled over them, they have not been called[c] by your 
name. 

Reflection:  

If are able to read these few verses and not feel a resonance in your own heart, then you have 
probably never felt like God has abandoned you. 

I suspect though for the majority of us, the cry of the prophet on behalf of God’s people will feel 
uncomfortably familiar.  The passage probably dates to the period after the return of the exiles to 
Jerusalem, and as such one may have expected a slightly more joyous tone.  Instead, it expresses 
the pain of returning to a devastated nation and a Temple that was nothing more than rubble. God 
is addressed as a distant and aloof deity who is up in heaven, and who seems to be absent and 
uninvolved. Yet, even in the midst of this grief and despair the people still look to God to save 
them.  

It is interesting that the people almost seem to blame God for the actions that brought such 
devastating consequences on their nation. In verse 17 the people ask why God has allowed them 
to stray and why God has given them stubborn hearts.  

When we are suffering it can be much easier to blame others, or even God.  Even if our suffering 
is not because of our own fault, it can be tempting to fall into the blame game, rather than to seek 
a way of grace and trust to guide us through our pain.  

We quickly discover that the blame game never leads us to the peace we desire. Only the tough 
and courageous choice to trust in the midst of our struggles can do that.  

Breath-Prayer for Today:  

In times of struggle and in times of joy I place my trust in you, O God.  

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+63&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-18886c


 
 

 

 

 

 


