
 

THINK ON THESE THINGS…..    

Synod Moderators’ Report for General Assembly, July 2021 (Part 2) 

If we are to navigate these liminal times, Susan Beaumont points out that we will need to  
Hold steady and be prepared to wait for the way forward to emerge. This is not a time for 
problem-solving. But this doesn’t mean we do nothing – in the meantime we can.. 

 
1. Deepen our communal discernment about what God would have us do 

The churches who have faced their own liminal times, were prepared to struggle, embrace change 
and flourish. They have been the ones who have set time aside to pray, to tell the story of the 
church and the community in which they are set. Context has always been paramount. It has been 
important and necessary for the local church to identify and root itself in scripture. Are we like any 
of the "early" churches? Are we rural, suburban or urban? Who is our community and mission 
field? How do we relate to them? Do we need a building of our own to be a Christian presence 
here? Can we share a base - the local pub, the library, the health centre, online church? 

2. Shape our institutional memory, telling our story. 
 

Lots of talking, sharing, story-telling, honesty, acknowledging pain, fear and vulnerability. Praying 
that God will hold us through the change, and the Holy Spirit will guide us. Having the courage and 
willingness to hear how others see us and being willing to connect in new ways. Relationships and 
trust matter and must form the bedrock of how we approach others. Our language needs to be 
understood and not jargon-filled and we have to honour the stories of others and be willing to 
journey alongside them. How do we see ourselves, how do others see us - particularly the local 
community? Use biblical stories to root us in exploring this - Jesus crossing the sea of Galilee. The 
challenge of crossing that sea, storms, being blown off course. What was the land of the 
Gerasenes like, what was their culture? How do we feel moving to something and somewhere that 
feels challenging and uncomfortable. teaches us, indeed shows us by Jesus' connection with life 
on the margins - scandalous table fellowship. 

 
3. Clarify our purpose, asking who we are, who we serve, and what God is calling us to be 

next. 
 
Things can never be the same as they were, but things can also be better than they were! 
 

 
4. Be ready to see the way forward emerge out of the chaos of the passing of the old ways. 

 
One minister observes: in the pain of it all, that time between Good Friday and Easter Day - that 
liminal time - was an uncomfortable and challenging place, but a legitimate place to be. In all the 
situations we faced together, our Good Friday lasted some considerable time and the dawn of 
Easter Day when it came, although exciting and energising, we were left as the women at the 
tomb as recorded in Mark's gospel; " So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone for they were afraid"  The fear we 
faced was what we now do with this transformed situation. It was for a while, as if we had been 
disabled by the enormity of the transformation itself, hence the terror and amazement. 



 


