
 

THINK ON THESE THINGS…..   (our contributor this morning is Brian Eyles) 

Reading: Galatians 5:16-21 

What I say is this: let the Spirit direct your lives, and you will not satisfy the desires of the human 
nature. For what our human nature wants is opposed to what the Spirit wants, and what the Spirit 
wants is opposed to what our human nature wants. These two are enemies, and this means you 
cannot do what you want to do. If the Spirit leads you then you are not subject to the Law. 

What human nature wants is quite plain. It shows itself in immoral, filthy, and indecent actions: in 
worship of idols and witch craft. People become enemies and they fight: they become jealous, 
angry and ambitious. They separate into parties and groups; they are envious, get drunk, have 
orgies, and do other things like these. I warn you now as I have before: those who do these things 
will not possess the Kingdom of God. 

Reflection: 

Apart from children under 12 we are all obliged by the Pandemic, by government advice, and by 
the likelihood of a winter resurgence to use personal protection. I am quite used, now, to wearing a 
face mask on buses and in shops. They say a face mask does not prevent you from being 
infected, but it prevents the possibility of your breath infecting others. Personal protection is taking 
part in our collective cooperation with the whole community to defeat the epidemic. 

When St. Paul wrote to his friends in the churches he told them to take personal protection against 
the evils of his day. Each individual Christian conscience would be part of the collective witness to 
Jesus Christ their Lord. 

For many years one of the hardest things for me to bear, as a Christian minister, has been the 
accusation that Christians are hypocrites. Sadly, when outside the church in the world, we can be 
mean, deceitful, snobbish and cruel. 

We see that France is imposing a lock down, so if and when things get tough here our personal 
protection must be, not only wearing a face mask and washing hands, but also living as followers 
of Jesus twenty-four hours a day, in the world. Let us protect ourselves with His humility, His 
obedience and His generosity. 

Breath-Prayer for Today: 

Lord, whose stern criticism was for religious people who had no compassion, protect us by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and grant to us the self-control and generosity towards others which bear 
the marks of Christ. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


