
Waiting in the Dark 29 November 2020 

Notices & Birthdays 

Welcome to worship this morning and thank you for joining us for our first service of 

Advent. 

I would like to thank Gerald and the elders for their contribution to this morning’s worship 

and the All Age worship team for preparing our activity video – making Advent Wreaths.   

We are still hoping to hold a live communion service next Sunday 6 December I have a list of 

those who indicated they would like to attend that service and would appreciate it if you 

could confirm your attendance before the end of the week. 

We wish anyone celebrating a birthday this coming week a Happy Birthday and hope you 

have a special day. 

A gathering prayer with candle lighting 

Gathered here today, 

we light a candle of hope, 

knowing that in dark times 

there is always a light that can be lit. 

Let us, people in dusk and dawn, 

light the light of vigilance, 

knowing that God is always calling us 

to justice, mercy and humility – 

at this time of year, 

and all times of the year. 

Amen. 

HYMN:  Our first hymn this morning is Love Divine All Love Excelling after which there 

will be a video on making an Advent Ring 

Hymn:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPsxqQsnzJA 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heaven to earth come down; 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 

All thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

Pure unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation; 

Enter every trembling heart. 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit, 

Into every troubled breast! 

Let us all in Thee inherit; 

Let us find that promised rest. 

Take away our bent to sinning; 

https://www.rootsontheweb.com/lectionary/2020/110-november-december-2020-ab/advent-sunday/prayers/gathering-prayer


Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its Beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 

Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return and never, 

Never more Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 

Glory in Thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be. 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 

'Til in heaven we take our place, 

'Til we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

Advent Wreaths 

 

Light of the World   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

MmRGSEG2LM&feature=youtu.be 

 

Light of the world you step down into darkness 

Opened my eyes let me see 

Beauty that makes this heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 

 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that you’re my God 

You’re altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

King of all days 

Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in Heaven above 

Humbly You came to the earth you created 

All for loves sake became poor 

 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that you’re my God 

You’re altogether lovely 

Hymn/Song:      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MmRGSEG2LM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MmRGSEG2LM&feature=youtu.be


Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

I'll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross 

I'll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross 

 

Prayers 

God of Presence and Light, 

We like to imagine that we are bold and strong, that there is nothing that can frighten us - 

But, we are not strangers to trembling, 

 

Our doubt leaves us feeling alone and afraid, 

and our hiding brings much rejection to You and to others. 

Forgive us, Lord, and help us. 

 

Our self-centredness leaves us feeling deprived and poor, 

and our grabbing results in great need. 

Forgive us, Lord, and help us. 

 

Our short-sightedness leaves us uncertain and insecure and our lack of listening divides and 

separates. 

 

Just when it seems that all is lost, 

that our brokenness, our failure, has gone too far, 

You call a new day to dawn. 

  

Just when it feels like hope is foolish, 

that darkness and despair are the only true realities, 

You call the sun to rise. 

  

Just when we think we're alone and abandoned, 

that life is nothing but pain and emptiness and meaninglessness, 

You arrive among us again. 

  

God of Advent and of Restoration, 

we praise you for every new day 

that absorbs the darkness; 

for every rising sun 

that calls the night to end; 

for every messenger of hope and forgiveness 

that baptises us with your love.  Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 



 

Our reading from Mark 13: 24 - 37 has been recorded by Angela Jones 

 

Reading: Mark 13:24 – 37 
24 “In the days after that time of trouble the sun will grow dark, the moon will no longer 

shine, 25 the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers in space will be driven from their 

courses. 26 Then the Son of Man will appear, coming in the clouds with great power and 

glory. 27 He will send the angels out to the four corners of the earth to gather God's chosen 

people from one end of the world to the other. 
28 “Let the fig tree teach you a lesson. When its branches become green and tender and it 

starts putting out leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 In the same way, when you see 

these things happening, you will know that the time is near, ready to begin.[a]30 Remember 

that all these things will happen before the people now living have all died. 31 Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
32 “No one knows, however, when that day or hour will come—neither the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son; only the Father knows. 33 Be on watch, be alert, for you do not know when the 

time will come. 34 It will be like a man who goes away from home on a trip and leaves his 

servants in charge, after giving to each one his own work to do and after telling the 

doorkeeper to keep watch. 35 Watch, then, because you do not know when the master of the 

house is coming—it might be in the evening or at midnight or before dawn or at sunrise. 36 If 

he comes suddenly, he must not find you asleep. 37 What I say to you, then, I say to all: 

Watch!” 

 

Talk: 

As advent begins, the days get progressively darker.  With the end of daylight savings time in 

October, nighttime takes over. Then every day the dark comes sooner. By the time the earth 

rounds the bend on December 21, it is the shortest day of the year, barely nine hours long. 

One thing Advent tells us is that people of faith know it will get darker before it gets light.  

Week by week we will light new candles on our advent wreaths, but even as we light them 

the darkness will increase. We also know that the sun will come back, just like we know that 

God will be born in a stable in Bethlehem.   

 

These are sure facts of our lives, but so is waiting in the dark.  Anyone who has ever longed 

for morning knows that. It will come, but it will not be rushed. You can prop the clock right 

by your face on the pillow. You can count to sixty five a hundred times and it will not change 

a thing. Night creatures will still rustle in the leaves outside your window. Your heart will 

still beat like a drum in your ears. Morning will come, but it will not be rushed. Our job is to 

wait without losing hope. 

 

That is what Jesus told his disciples in the thirteenth chapter of Mark. There were only four of 

them there to hear him—Peter, James, John, and Andrew—the inner circle, the first four to 

put down what they were doing and follow him.  

 

They just had walked with Jesus to the Mount of Olives and sat down with him there, looking 

across the Kidron Valley at the great walled city of Jerusalem, with the temple crowning it at 

its highest point.  Jesus had told them that the whole place would come tumbling down one 

day soon, and they wanted him to tell them when.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A24-37&version=GNT#fen-GNT-27792a


 

How would they know when the centre of their universe was about to explode? 

That is when he told them about the dismantling of the sky, how the stars would fall from 

their constellations like diamonds from a broken necklace, how the sun would be smudged 

and the moon snuffed out before they saw the Son of Man riding the clouds with great power 

and glory.  

 

He did not say it to scare them. He said it to comfort them.  

 

They needed to know that even something as frightening as the end of the world was in God's 

good hands. When the cosmos collapsed and every light in the sky was put out, they were to 

remember what he had told them. They were to remember that God is sovereign over dark-

ness as well as light and they were to watch—watch even in the darkness—for his coming to 

them in the clouds. 

 

By the time Mark wrote his words down some thirty years later, it seemed that the end was 

very near.  The stars were still in the sky, but that was about all. The headlines were as bad 

then as they are now. Jerusalem lay in ruins.  

 

The temple was destroyed. The emperor's favorite pastime was thinking up inventive new 

ways for Christians to die and there was fighting among the Christians themselves, with 

whole families being torn apart by their conflicting loyalties.  

 

False messiahs were setting themselves up on every street corner, each of them claiming 

exclusive access to the mind of God. Everything was falling apart, and those who had 

believed in Jesus must have wondered if they had been fooled.  

 

Surely this was not the way things were supposed to turn out. Surely God had intended a 

nonviolent renovation of the world—a sort of huge urban renewal project—with loyal 

believers in charge. Not this chaos. Not this outrage. Not this darkness. 

 

That is when Mark told them the story again, writing it down so they would not forget: how 

Jesus himself had predicted it all, how he had tried to tell them that they could not have a new 

world without letting go of the old one. 

 

The second wave of the Corona pandemic has also heralded a time of darkness and gloom for 

us, but we still have to hold on to the promise of his coming – there is light at the end of the 

tunnel! 

 

In the meantime, our job is to watch, Jesus says—not to watch out, but to watch—to stay 

alert, to pay attention, so that we are not snoozing when the master comes home.  

 

Hymn Come thou long expected Jesus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEEd0uWnDGs 

 

Come, thou long expected Jesus 

Born to set thy people free 

From our fears and sins release us 

Let us find our rest in thee 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEEd0uWnDGs


Israel's strength and consolation 

Hope of all the earth thou art 

Dear desire of every nation 

Joy of every longing heart 

 

Born thy people to deliver 

Born a child and yet a king 

Born to reign in us forever 

Now thy gracious kingdom bring 

 

By thine own eternal spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone 

By thine own sufficient merit 

Raise us to thy glorious throne 

Prayers of Intercession & Benediction  

We come now to our time of prayers for others and for ourselves. Let us pray. 

Where there seems to be no way 

to end the conflict and violence in our time, 

we pray that you would teach us, O Christ, 

to prepare the way; 

  

Where we can see no way 

to provide for the needs of all people, 

we pray that you would show us, O Christ, 

how to prepare the way; 

  

Where we can find no way 

to work together for justice, 

we pray that you would change us, O Christ, 

until we prepare the way; 

  

Where we are unable to believe in a way 

to live simply, responsibly and mindfully, 

we pray that you would inspire us, O Christ, 

to faith that prepares the way; 

  

In a world where we are tempted 

to see so many of our challenges as dead-ends, 

we pray for a new vision, a new heart and a new commitment 

to prepare the way for your reign, 

your grace, 

your shalom 

and for the liberation, justice and peace that you bring. Amen. 

Offering Prayer 



Dear Lord we offer you now our gifts given in a variety of ways during recent months. We 

thank everyone for their continued support and pray that the gifts be used wisely to further 

your kingdom in Haydon Wick and out community. Amen 

Benediction and closing hymn 

Since March Harmony Singers has met weekly via Zoom video link.  We have learnt and 

recorded quite a number of hymns by recording our own individual voices sending them to 

Dennis who puts them together to make the complete version.  After the closing prayer I 

would like to invite you to listen to our version of Wait for the Lord 

Closing Prayer 

We have been called in, 

to be renewed in the name of the one who is love. 

Even in the darkest night, 

even when there is only one small candle lit, 

your power and love restores us. 

Let your light shine on us as our time of worship together comes to an end, so that we may be 

warmed and strengthened 

to light your light all around. 

Amen. 

Closing Hymn:  Wait for the Lord 


