
 

THINK ON THESE THINGS…..   (our contributor this morning is Tony Wilson) 

Reading: 
 
Again, the devil took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendour; and he said to him, 'All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.' Jesus said to him, 'Away with you, Satan! for it is written, "Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve only him."' Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
(Matthew 4:8-11 NRSV) 
 
Reflection: 
 
I've always thought this temptation to be a rather strange one. Why ever would the devil offer to 
give to Jesus something that was already His? The Kingdoms of the world and their splendour all 
belong to Jesus and always have done. We should also remember that they are a part of God's 
wonderful creation. So we as God's people should treat them with respect.   Also, Kings and other 
rulers should govern them in a way that is fully conscious of their duties to God in all they do. 
 
I suppose that the temptation that Jesus was really facing here was to compromise with the world 
and its values to gain popularity and acclaim. If He'd given in to the temptation, He'd have bad to 
give up some of the things He believed in to get that popularity. What He'd have been able to 
achieve would then have been a lukewarm, watered down, version of the full gospel we have 
come to know. 
 
This is a temptation similar to that which many people have to face. The story is also a challenge 
to us to be visible as Christians and so make Jesus better known by our deeds and words. It can 
be difficult Even St Peter failed when he denied Jesus three times while waiting in the courtyard of 
the high priest during Jesus' interrogation and trial before Caiaphas (Matthew 26:57-75). So, we 
shouldn't beat ourselves up when we fail. However, we should do all that we can to try to be the 
best Christians we can be. 
 
Prayer for today: 
 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, make yourself known through us. Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, 
speak through us to others. Amen. 
 
 


